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an eloquent and articulate way. They 
have been on the other side of a gun. 
That shouldn’t happen to our children. 

So while we all respect the Second 
Amendment and what that means for 
our country, and while we all want to 
do something very important, we must 
listen. And what the kids are doing is 
on top of a lot of positive action taken 
by the Bradys, taken by every town, 
taken by our former colleague Gabby 
Giffords and her initiative, The Prom-
ise of Newtown, and all over the coun-
try. So much activity has happened, 
and now it has hopefully culminated at 
a place where the children, with how 
savvy they are about social media and 
the rest, identifying with each other 
across the country, will be the tipping 
point that will make the difference to 
make our country safer. 

We thank them for what they are 
doing, for their leadership. We also 
thank them for taking their grief and 
turning it into action to save lives. 
And to remember how important, in all 
of this, the vote is. 

And so I say to my colleagues, there 
isn’t one of us in here whose political 
survival compares in the slightest bit 
to the survival of our children. These 
kids have the courage to come forward. 
We have to have the courage to vote 
and take action to save lives. Ninety- 
five percent of the American people 
support us supporting legislation to do 
just that. 

As we pray and have our moments of 
silence, let’s act upon those sentiments 
with real action, again, to make a dif-
ference. Again, I salute the kids, the 
young people. I look forward to seeing 
them on the steps outside on the west 
lawn. We will gather in the rotunda. 
All Members are invited to gather in 
the rotunda, to go outside and asso-
ciate ourselves and sing the praises of 
these young people for their courage. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MIKE 
MABIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of a man 
who touched so many lives in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. 

Mike Mabin, a lifelong resident of 
lower Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
was a man who took immense pride in 
his community and selflessly gave 
back to it every chance he could. A 
successful businessman, Mike was the 
president and CEO of PennFab, Inc., in 
Bucks County. And as a member of the 
St. Mary Hospital Advisory Board and 
the vice chairman of the Bucks County 
Industrial Development Authority, 
Mike cared deeply about and worked 
tirelessly for all of his neighbors in our 
community. 

A proud veteran of the U.S. Coast 
Guard, Mike was proud to be an Amer-
ican and deeply valued service to coun-
try. His advocacy was instrumental in 

making sure that Congress passed the 
Fairness to Veterans Act, as he wanted 
to make sure that all those who coura-
geously served our Nation were given 
opportunities here back home. 

I ask all my colleagues in the House 
of Representatives to join me in send-
ing our deepest condolences to Mike’s 
wife, Marion, along with his children: 
Heather, Michael, and Jillian. May 
they take comfort in knowing that 
Mike made a positive and significant 
difference in so many lives, and he will 
be remembered for his patriotism, his 
loyalty, and his friendship. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) for 
5 minutes. 

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. 
Speaker, there are so many important 
issues and such little time, but today I 
want to stand in solidarity with my 
colleagues, with parents, with stu-
dents, and with Americans across the 
country who are calling for action to 
address the crisis of gun control. 

Over the weekend, I had the oppor-
tunity to connect with nearly 150 stu-
dents and their parents in my district 
at a townhall meeting. I listened to 
their personal worries and worst fears. 
I heard their thoughts and the solu-
tions they want decisionmakers here in 
Washington to consider. I felt the emo-
tional strain of wondering if their own 
classrooms were safe. 

Above all else, I heard the question: 
Why? Why can’t we limit access to 
military-style weapons specifically 
built to maximize damage? Why can’t 
we improve the background check 
process? Why won’t Congress act? 
Why? Why? 

The President recently set forth a se-
ries of empty proposals that continue 
our practice of shrinking away from 
these questions. Arming teachers, 
school personnel, and volunteers is 
dangerous, ill-conceived, and does 
nothing to solve the problems we have 
with gun violence. To keep our chil-
dren safe, we need fewer guns, not 
more. 

And in backing away from his initial 
pledge to limit access, the President 
again prioritized the interests of the 
National Rifle Association over the 
pleas of countless students, teachers, 
and parents. In fact, he is the one who 
has demonstrated that he is afraid of 
the NRA. 

The wish for safe spaces to learn was 
clear in the comments I heard from my 
constituents on Saturday: young peo-
ple who want to walk through the hall-
ways of their schools feeling nurtured 
instead of afraid. Stashing pistols in 
their teachers’ desks will not bring 
them that feeling. 

If the administration or the leaders 
controlling what we debate here on the 
floor of Congress were actually inter-
ested in protecting our schools, we 
would be debating legislation to 

strengthen background checks, we 
would be working on increasing the 
firearms purchasing act to the age of 
21, we would be banning assault rifles, 
we would be limiting and tracking ex-
cessive ammunition purchases, and 
much, much more. 

There are bills in our hopper to do all 
of these things. They are ready, and 
they are waiting for debate, including 
my own bill. All we need is for the 
Speaker of this House to show the will, 
determination, and courage to put 
young lives ahead of the gun lobby. 

While much of my townhall meeting 
was centered on anxiety and fear, I left 
the event filled with an overwhelming 
sense of pride and hope, pride in a gen-
eration of future leaders who have en-
dured an endless and unbearable 
stream of school shootings and are 
stepping up to the plate to hold their 
leaders accountable. Some of these stu-
dents were born at a time when that is 
all they have seen in their lifetime are 
these mass killings at schools. 

I hope that we can finally agree on a 
path of action and their voices will be 
heard. I will continue to lift these 
voices here with my colleagues and 
fight with them for action and change 
because that is what a better deal is for 
all Americans. 

f 

REMEMBERING PEARSE LYONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the extraordinary life and leg-
acy of Dr. Pearse Lyons of Lexington, 
Kentucky, who passed away on Thurs-
day of last week at the age of 73. 

Dr. Lyons was a pioneer, the ulti-
mate dreamer and innovator, a larger- 
than-life contributor to human 
progress, and his legacy will forever be 
remembered. Dr. Lyons, originally 
from Ireland, is truly the embodiment 
of the American Dream. He came to 
the United States in the late 1970s and 
launched his own business in Lexington 
in 1980, named after the initials of his 
daughter, Aoife. Alltech was founded 
with an initial investment of just 
$10,000. 

Today, Alltech is a multibillion-dol-
lar international business with oper-
ations in animal feed, meat, brewing, 
and distilling with more than 5,000 em-
ployees worldwide. Dr. Lyons was hon-
ored as the Business Person of the Year 
by Business and Finance magazine. He 
received the Ireland-U.S. Council 
Award for Outstanding Achievement, 
and Irish Prime Minister Enda Kenny 
recognized him with a St. Patrick’s 
Day Science Medal in recognition of 
creating a global business based on sci-
entific research. 

As impressive if not more so is the 
impact Dr. Lyons and Alltech have had 
on Kentucky and, in particular, central 
Kentucky. Dr. Lyons was the driving 
force behind bringing the Alltech 2010 
World Equestrian Games to Lexington, 
the first time the games had been held 
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